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Lead no Issue for City Corporation Water Customers
Anyone watching the news
lately has likely
seen the issues
facing Flint, Michigan, with respect
to high levels of
lead in the drinking water. The
levels of the lead
found in some
households were
well in excess of
the acceptable
levels established
by state and
federal agencies that regulate
the production
and delivery of
drinking water.
Questions have
been raised as
to whether we in
the River Valley
are susceptible to
a similar occurrence. This article
intends to put
those concerns
to rest and assure the public
that the water
produced by City
Corporation for
the city of Russellville and surrounding areas
has been and
will continue to
be of exceptional
quality and safe
to drink. In fact,
City Corporation was recently
awarded “Best
Tasting Drinking
Water” in Arkansas, Oklahoma
and Louisiana!
Unlike Flint,
Michigan, the
overwhelming majority of
homes in the
city of Russellville
where built after
the 1930’s and
do not contain
any lead piping.
Our distribution
system contains
a very small
amount of lead
piping, which is
totally comprised
of small diameter
pieces that connect a portion of
our older water
main to some
private water services. However,
there is lead present in our piping
system primarily in the form of
lead soldered
joints in household and main
line piping. Lead
was used as a
method to seal
the pipe joints up
until the 1970’s. It
is estimated that
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almost all of the
lead in our distribution system is
associated with
old galvanized
and cast iron
pipe, which currently constitutes
approximately 30
miles or approximately 14% of our
system.

corrosion inhibitor is introduced
to the water to
prevent harmful
materials, including lead, from
leaching out of
both water mains
and household
plumbing. Corrosion analysis
is performed at
least bi-annually,
which ensures
that the water
will not degrade
plumbing.
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above, the levels
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ers were notified
of the results
within 30 days
regardless of the
result. Our next
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2017.
While all of the
aforementioned
measures have
addressed any
possible lead
contamination
issues, City Corporation has
an approved
capital plan
that includes
replacement
of deteriorating
pipes, beginning
with the galvanized and cast
iron. Funding has
been secured for
the first phase of
this effort , which
is part of the
overall project
estimated at over
$26 million. This
effort is predicted
to eliminate 99%
of the lead in
our distribution
system based on
our records. This
will further protect
our system and
our customers
from any lead
related issues in
the future. The
date for completion depends on
the timing and
amount of future
funding, but our
goal is to have
it accomplished
within the next

ten to fifteen
years.
City Corporation values and
appreciate the
trust that the City
of Russellville and
our customers
throughout the
River Valley place
in us and we are
dedicated, as
always, to provide
the safest, highest
quality drinking
water to our customers.
For more information on this
and many other
related topics,
please visit our
website at www.
citycorporation.
com.

